
General Awareness
The week from 07th December 2025 to 13th December 2025

 Researchers have identified a new species ofwolf snake, Lycodon irwini, on Great NicobarIsland. Named in honour of wildlife expertSteve Irwin, the species is glossy black, slender,and long-tailed. This non-venomous snake canreach up to 1.2 metres in length and primarilypreys on small reptiles.

The IMF’s June 2025 report, ‘Growing RetailDigital Payments’ has identified India’s UnifiedPayments Interface (UPI) as the world’slargest fast-payment system in terms oftransaction volume. According to ACI Worldwide’s2024 report Prime Time for Real Time,UPI accounts for nearly 49% of allglobal real-time payment transactions.

The World Bank has granted USD 305 millionto support Haryana’s Clean Air Project forSustainable Development, a Rs 3,646 croreinitiative targeting measurable improvements inair quality by 2030. Implementationwill be managed by ARJUN, a specialised SPV,focusing on key measures including 500 electricbuses, 200 EV charging stations, cleaner industrialpractices, and sustainable agriculture.

 Andrej Babis, leader of the ANO movement,has been sworn in as the Czech Republic’snew Prime Minister after forming a majoritycoalition with Freedom and Direct Democracy andMotorists for Themselves, securing 108 of 200 seats.The 16-member Cabinet is expected to pursue a moreEU-sceptic and Hungary–Slovakia aligned policydirection with reduced support for Ukraine.

 
 India achieved a landmark in sustainable transportwith the launch of its first indigenous hydrogen-powered train. Designed and manufactured entirelyin India, the 10-coach Broad Gauge train delivers2,400 kW via two 1,200 kW Driving PowerCars, making it the world’s longest hydrogentrain on Broad Gauge. Poweredby green hydrogen, it emits zero CO₂, withwater vapour being the only emission!

Lando Norris, racing for McLaren, secured hisfirst Formula One world championship title inAbu Dhabi on December 7, 2025, ending MaxVerstappen’s four-year streak.Finishing third in the final race—behind Verstappenand fellow contender Oscar Piastri—wonhim the title by a slender margin of two points.
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Sarwagya Singh Kushwaha of Sagar, Madhya Pradesh,has become the youngest player in history toearn a FIDE chess rating, achieving the milestoneat just 3 years, 7 months, and 20 days. He wasofficially listed by FIDE after scoring pointsagainst the required number of rated players,debuting with a strong rating of 1572well above the 1400 threshold.

The RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee cut the reporate by 25 basis points, lowering it from 5.5% to5.25%, effective immediately, as announced byGovernor Sanjay Malhotra. The committee hadpaused rate changes in the last two meetings.Earlier, between February and June, the MPC hadreduced the repo rate by 100 bps across threesuccessive cuts, bringing it down from 6.5% to 5.5%.


