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Get Set! Piano Christmas Crackers
Packed with fantastic, tried-and-tested 
arrangements and a variety of fun activities to 
reinforce learning, this is the ultimate beginner 
piano Christmas book! 

10

MUSICAL CRACKERS 1: Sharps and flats
Can you remember what sharps and flats are? Fill in the sentences below.

A sharp ( ) means you play the note a semitone h           

A flat ( ) means you play the note a semitone l         

Colour in the cracker ends when you've completed each exercise.

• Try playing this Christmas cracker joke. Notice all the sharp signs!

• Now here’s a joke for left hand. Look out for the flats in this one.

How many B flats are there?  

• A sharp or flat sign affects all the other notes on the same line or space for the rest of the bar. 
Play this cracker joke for both hands:

Did you play all the F sharps? How many are there?  

• The key signature  appears at the beginning of a piece of music and shows you which sharps or flats 
you need to play. 

• All the Bs in this cracker joke will be B flat. Can you play it correctly?

Look out for key signatures in the next carols. 
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Sample from Get Set! Piano Christmas Crackers

Get Set! Piano Christmas Crackers	 Paperback 40pp	 978-0-00-830614-4 

My First Piano
Introduce young children to the piano through 
fun activities, rhymes, songs and pieces.

Download extra tunes, scales exercises and activities for free at collins.co.uk/getsetpiano

Get Set! Piano My First Piano Book	 Paperback 64pp	  978-0-00-835323-0

Get Set! Piano My First Piano Pieces, Puzzles & Activities	 Paperback 32pp	  978-0-00-835324-7

Also available –  
Get Set! Flute
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Exploring the black keys – finger numbering and strength Exploring the black keys – finger numbering and strength

 Challenge
Try playing the glumps  
with your LH. 
You will need these  
notes and fingers.
Can you start low  
down on the piano?

Traditional, arranged by Karen Marshall © 2020 HarperCollins Publishers  Ltd

On a log 
Sing the song and practise playing the glumps, going up the piano first.
Then play the whole song.
Use the notes and fingers shown.

Rhymes traditional, adapted by Karen Marshall © 2020 HarperCollins Publishers  Ltd
Teaching tip:  Play Music Town show time (p11) again at different 
speeds and change the lyrics to: “I can play presto/moderato/lento.”

Lenny and Penny 
Chant the rhyme at different speeds.
Can you make up a tune for this rhyme using the black keys?

Slowly, slowly, very slowly
Creeps the tortoise, Lenny.

Faster, faster, so much faster,
Runs the hare called Penny!

 Listening corner
Listen to this music. Is it fast or slow?

Composer: Gustav Holst (1874–1934)
Piece:  Jupiter , from The Planets  (2 mins)

Tempo
Music can be fast or slow or in 
between.

When you see 
Lenny – play slowly.

When you see Milly 
– play at a medium 
speed.

When you see 
Penny – play fast.

Milly Moderato

Lenny Lento

Penny Presto

LH

RH

 

LH RH

4323 2

   

LH

RH

Glump!
Glump!

Glump!
Glump!

4 3 2
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Reading the notes – learning to play from stave notation Reading the notes – learning to play from stave notation

© 2020 HarperCollinsPublishers Ltd

Tell your mum!

Tell your dad!

Show and tell

Melody traditional, words adapted by Karen Marshall © 2020 HarperCollinsPublishers Ltd

Down in the garden 
Can you invent music for telling mum and dad in the song?

Teaching tip: For another piece to practise these notes,  
see Pieces, puzzles and activities, p31

LH RH

DC E F G

Which fingers 
will you use?

 Challenge
Can you work out how to play this  
tune starting on these notes in the LH?  
We have started it for you. It starts  
on C now, not F. 

Can you match the characters with their symbol?

Can you match the animals with their speed?

f

p

Can you write in the finger numbers?

Presto Moderato Lento

Can you fill in the missing letters?

G  B  D  F  A  C  E  G

Can you write the note names on the keyboard?

Draw these notes.  
How many beats do they last for?

Can you draw and name these notes?
Can you circle one note in the LH which is on a line?
Can you circle one note in the RH which is in a space?

2 4 ½ 1

&

?

This is called 
transposing!

G

C
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Prices: Prices are correct at the time of going to press. Collins reserve the right to change these 
prices without further notification. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and 
while stock lasts. Prices listed are without VAT. VAT is applicable to software and digital licence 
products and is applied at the current rate. There is no VAT on books. 

Postage and Packing: Please contact us at collins.international@harpercollins.co.uk to find out 
about postage charges incurred on direct orders from your country.
If you would like to find out more about Collins or order the resources for your school, please 
contact your sales representative or email collins.international@harpercollins.co.uk 


